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Dear Family and Friends,
We are entering the Christmas season when
many of us have traditions that have been
passed down through the generations and, at
the center of it all, is a gathering of family
and friends. We enjoy decorating our homes,
purchasing gifts and preparing old family
recipes, but it is really about being together
that brings us the greatest joy. One of God’s
greatest gifts to us is family!
The other day, I was holding our new
grandson, Jude, watching him smile, wiggle
out of his swaddle and react to his mom’s
and dad’s voices. I thought as I looked at him
that it is a blessing just be with him. I even remarked to Sharon that it was “my therapy.”
Because we live in El Salvador, opportunities to be with family in the U.S. are months
apart, but we look forward to those times and cherish every moment together.
Just like us, the children at La Casa long to be with their families too. They usually come
to us after having been separated from their loved ones for months, even years. As we
bring in new children, we immediately begin the work to locate their relatives and start the
process of reuniting them. Even now, we are petitioning the courts to bring in younger
brothers and sisters of those who currently live at La Casa. This can be a long and difficult
process but well worth it to see the restoration that God brings to those relationships.
We are thankful for this ministry that God has called each of us to be part of — to help
these children know what it is like to be in a family. Thank you for coming alongside us.
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We pray that you will be able to celebrate our Lord’s birth with those you love the most
and can treasure the times together.
Merry Christmas to you and your family!
In His love,

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!

Gary
Executive
I amDirector
making a way in the wildernes and streams in the wasteland.
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?

Bringing Hope of a Better Future

Isaiah 43:18-19

God sets the lonely
in families...

Psalm 68:6 NIV

Walking With Families
STORIES FROM THE JOURNEY

To read more stories, visit www.mfh-elsalvador.org

Taking in children from hard places and caring for them requires a
multi-faceted focus. They need a safe and loving family to take them
in and embrace them. They need their physical, emotional, medical
and educational needs met. Yet, there is one area we have learned
over the years that can be overlooked: Each child has been a part of
a family. Although the story of the separation is never pretty as to
why there is now a separation, the children long for restoration with
their biological families.

Family may mean mother, father,
grandparent, older sibling, aunt, uncle,
cousin, past caregiver . . . or any combination
thereof. The children have a deep desire to
remain connected to their family, and we
have found it a big part of the healing process
whenever it is safe to facilitate connection.
Often, children come to us with very little family history. So, one of
the jobs of our social workers and counselors is to find family
members that we can work with and walk the road towards
restoration. This search may take them to town squares asking if

anyone knows the family member, knocking on doors for miles
down a long road, across rivers, deep into the forest or into areas
known to be heavily controlled by gangs. But because we believe
firmly that the way to healing most often involves family, we do the
hard work of finding any family we can.
Once family members are identified, which can take a very long
time, we begin to form a relationship with family members. We
collect family history, assess the root causes of separation, and work
with the family to create a plan towards restoration of relationships
and hope for a different future.

Working intentionally, but with care
and love, moves everyone towards
addressing the deep wounding within
each family member and begins a
process towards healing.
Once a month, family members who have obtained permission
through the courts come to La Casa to participate in our Family
Visitation Day. Talking and catching up on life, playing, socializing,
participating in counseling sessions and parenting classes, and
sharing – all are a part of the day. Our goal is to provide a healthy
environment, skills, encouragement and grace for relationships to
be restored and grow.
Twice a week, our social workers and counselors spend the day out
visiting with family members in their homes and communities. They
are there to encourage, assess needs and progress on their plans, and
help when needed. They may accompany family members as they
visit the major’s office to resolve an issue, obtain a permit, sign up
for a vocational skill training class or apply for financial help in
getting electricity to the home. They may provide transportation to

the local health clinic. They may help family members obtain birth
certificates. They may help facilitate conversations that work to
resolve family conflict. They may connect family members with a
local church. Each visit can look very different, but all have the
purpose of helping the family to heal and move towards being able
to provide for their own needs.
Later, when the courts will give permission, the child spends
vacation times with family members. Goals are set to help the
family independently practice relationship skills they have been
working on. Learning how to set appropriate and healthy
boundaries, provide for basic needs, correct a child and interact in
healthy adult-to-child ways are some examples of goals set. All
goals are driven by the current skill being worked on with the
family.
To say this journey, this work, is easy would be a lie. It is probably
the hardest thing we do. We experience seasons of heartbreak,
disappointment, frustration and even anger at injustice. But we
have found that digging into the messiest stories is where gold is
found. God is the Author of each story, and He writes beautiful
things when we yield to His will.
Thank you for those who support the work within La Casa.
Because of you, generations are changed.

Juan’s Family
A STORY OF RESTORATION

Many of you know Juan de Jesus. Juan has lived at La Casa since he
was four months old, and he has brought such joy into everyone’s
lives.
When Juan was about eight years old, he began to ask the hard
questions about his family. He had watched as others had family
members visit. We had tried to find some of his family before, but
with no luck. But this time, our social worker and counselor decided
that another search was a must. She followed the leads she was given
to the area where his family might be, but had no specific address.
After painstakingly visiting each house along a long stretch of road
in the northern part of the country, she finally found Juan’s uncle.
When they told Juan that they had met his uncle, Juan’s eyes filled
with tears. He repeated over and over, “I have family, I have family.”
What a beautiful moment to witness.
It wasn’t long before Juan’s uncle and aunt began to visit. Over the
years, our staff and mission teams have helped to:
Provide counseling,
Rebuild the back wall of their home that was crushed by a landslide,
Pour concrete floors in their home,
Add a front porch area,
Replace the roof on their home,
Build a latrine,
Provide a water filter so they had access to clean water,
Navigate getting electricity to their home,
Purchase a refrigerator so the aunt could begin to sell frozen
popsicles she makes,
And above all, just walk through life with the family.
Juan’s uncle has rarely missed a Family Visitation Day. Juan has
spent most Christmases and other vacation days throughout the
years with his uncle. And now, Juan is turning 18 . . . and his uncle
will be opening his arms, heart and home to Juan.
We won’t abandon walking with Juan and his family, but what a gift
it has been to see the years and years of pouring into helping this
family grow and bond and find resources to provide for their needs.
Join us in praying for Benigno, Josefina, Juan and the rest of their
family as they continue life together. And pray for the new families
with whom we’ll begin a new journey, a new beginning towards
restoration.

’Tis the Season...
Dear friends of La Casa,
We’ve had an exciting year being able to construct a third home on the La Casa
property. This home has been named the Joy Home and opened its doors in
September to begin taking in girls who come from hard places and need a safe
family setting, love and stability while beginning a journey towards healing. We
currently have six girls living in the home with their house parents, Marcelo and
Jeanne Mejia. We are grateful for growth and the opportunity to be Christ’s hands
and feet here in El Salvador. They, along with our Grace Home, Hope Home and
two transition homes, bless us with 28 children and young adults in our big family.
We are grateful for each and every one of you that have given throughout the year,
and we would like to invite you to consider a year-end gift towards the general
fund for operations. Your tax-deductible gift will help to launch us into 2020 with
confidence as we continue God’s work in the lives of children and their families,
providing a safe and loving home and hope for a brighter future. Checks can be
made out to My Father’s House International, P.O. Box 20673, Roanoke, Virginia
24018 or you may give online at mfh-elsalvador.org. Please note that U.S. federal
regulations require that checks be dated and postmarked on or before Thursday,
December 31, 2019, for them to apply to 2019 tax returns.
Thank you so much for your prayers and support. Together, we are making a
difference for children and families in El Salvador. May this special season we are
entering be filled with hope and joy for you and your loved ones.
Gratefully,
Gary and Sharon Powell
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